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East meets west



First Laparoscopic HBP Surgery
Cholecystectomy



Eric Mühe
1985/Sep/12 

Under pneumoperitonium

Using Galloscope

1986/Apr

First Performed laparoscopic cholecystectomy

Presentation at Congress of the German Surgical Society

Langenbecks Archiv für Chirurgie 1986;369:804

(Direct vision)



Philippe Mouret
1987/Mar Performed  LC

No published scientific report available.
However, introduced as the first surgeon who performed LC in English journal.

Following gynecologic laparoscopy

Am J Surg 1991;161: 385-387

Using video-laparoscope



Jacques Perissat (France)
1988/Oct Performed LC

1989/Dec Reported in ‘Endoscopy’ (First report in English)
1989/Apr Presented his video at the SAGES

LC spread to Europe, North America and over the world. Endoscopy 1989;21:373-374

Tatsuo Yamakawa (Japan)
1990/May/29 First LC in Japan (First report of LC in Japanese). Rinsho Geka 1990;45(10):1255-1259

G Navarra (Italy)
1997/May First report of single-incision laparoscopic cholecystectomy.

Br J Surg 1997;84:695

Francois Dubois (France)

1989/May First reported LC in ‘La Presse Medicale’ in French. 
1988/Apr Performed LC as the third surgeon.

La Presse Medicale 1989;18:980-982

Go Wakabayashi (Japan)
2000/Mar/13 Robotic cholecystectomy (First robotic surgery in Asia).

J Hepatobiliary Pancreat Sci 2011;18(4):481-487



National Institute of Health
1992/Sep NIH Consensus Statement

‘Gallstones and Laparoscopic Cholecystectomy’



Steven M Strasberg

1995/Jan Proposed ‘critical view of safety’

J Am Coll Surg 1995;180:101-125



Expansion of laparoscopy beyond LC 
Choledochal cyst



G. A. Farello

1995/Oct First report of laparoscopic cystectomy and biliary reconstruction for 
a pediatric case of choledochal cyst

Surg Laparosc Endosc 1995;5(5):354-358



Masao Tanaka
1996/Jul First report of laparoscopic cystectomy and biliary reconstruction 

for an adult case of choledochal cyst (in Japanese)

Rinsho Geka 1996;51(7):813-818



Laparoscopy in Complicated HBP
Hepatectomy



Harry Reich
1991/Nov First report of laparoscopic liver resection during gynecologic operation.

(partial resection)

Obstet Gynecol 1991;78:956-958

Surg Endosc 1992;6:85-110

Prior to the report of Gagner



Tohru Nagashima
1994/Jun First report of laparoscopic partial resection of the liver for HCC (in 

Japanese).

Shujutsu 1994;48(6):895-900



Hironori Kaneko
1995/Mar First report of laparoscopic anatomical liver resection in Japanese.

(in English, 1996/Sep)

Shujutsu 1995;49(3):345-354 Surgery 1996;120(3):468-475

Prior to the report of Azagra

Surg Endsc 1996;10(7):758-761



C. G. S. Huscher

1997/Aug First report of laparoscopic major hepatectomy.

J R Coll Surg Edinb 1997;42:219-225



Daniel Cherqui

2002/Feb

Lancet 2002;359:392-369

First report of laparoscopic donor hepatectomy.
(left lateral sectionectomy)



Isao Kurosaki
2006/May First report of laparoscopic donor right hepatectomy.

Surgery 2006;139(5):695-703

Prior to the report of Koffron

Am J Transpl 2006;6:2522-2525



Go Wakabayashi
2001/Jul/19 First robotic partial hepatectomy

2003/Jun/30 First robotic left lateral sectionectomy

J Hepatobiliary Pancreat Sci 2011;18(4):481-487



Laparoscopy in Complicated HBP
Pancreas



Michael Gagner
1992/May/25 First Laparoscopic PD for chronic pancreatitis.

(reported in 1994/May)

Surg Endosc 1994;8:408-410



Ichiro Uyama

J Jpn Soc Endosc Surg 1996;1:162-167

(reported in Japanese; 1996/Apr, in English; 1996/Oct)

1994/Jul/13 First laparoscopic PD for cancer.

Surg Laparosc Endosc 1996;6:405-410



Alfred Cushieri (UK)

1996/Mar First report of laparoscopic distal pancreatectomy.
Ann Surg 1996;223:280-285

Michael Gagner (Canada)

1996/Dec First report of laparoscopic spleen-preserving DP. 
(Warshaw procedure)

1997/Jan First report of laparoscopic DP for malignancy.
Surgery 1996;120:1051-1054

J Gastrointest Surg 1997;120:1051-1054

N. Tagaya (Japan)
2002/Jan First report of laparoscopic splenic vessel preserving DP.

Surg Endosc 2002;16:217-218



Conclusion
• Since the 80’s, minimally invasive access HBP surgery 

has continuously evolved from a simple laparoscopic 
cholecystectomy to more complex pancreatic and liver 
procedures.

• Numerous pioneering surgeons paved the way for these 
changes in our present practice but were forgotten along 
the way.

• It is about time to honor their achievements.


