
CQ1: What is the optimal duration and route of antimicrobial therapy for patients 

with acute cholangitis?

Bacteremic acute cholangitis due to Gram negative bacilli can be treated for a total 

of ten days with antimicrobials once the source of infection is controlled. After 

controlled source of infection, the duration of 4 to 7 days is recommended. 

(recommendation 2, evidence level C)
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Literature search

Literature was searched using PubMed and Cochrane library using the key words of 

(acute cholangitis* OR acute biliary tract infections*) AND (antimicrobial therapy* OR 

antibiotics*) AND duration of therapy. Mesh was also used for each word. 

There were a total of 151 articles by PubMed, 16 by Cochrane CCT, and 1 by Cochrane 

CDSR. Among them, selection criteria were either randomized studies or observational 

studies. The articles met the selection criteria were screened initially by title first, then if 

it was difficult to judge it, the abstract was also reviewed. As a result, there were four 

relevant articles found. 
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CQ2

CQ2: 

What is the optimal duration of antimicrobial therapy for patients with acute 

cholecystitis?
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